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Scripture and Song: Introduction 
 

Curriculum Overview 
 

Scripture and Song is a curriculum designed for church ministry to high school students 
who already have some knowledge of the Bible. In the course of the curriculum, they will listen 
to a variety of music which draws upon Scripture for its lyrics: classical, jazz, rap, and Christian 
contemporary music, as well as songs in Hebrew and Greek. The music comes from several 
different genres of biblical text: psalms, narrative, epistles, and poetry. Some lessons compare 
two different texts in the same genre; others compare two different musical interpretations of the 
same text.  

 
Students will think critically about the interpretation of Scripture in and through these 

songs, as well as exploring critical issues which arise from the music, such as the use of lament 
in worship, women’s voices in the church, and God’s solidarity with the oppressed. The series 
ends by giving students an opportunity to practice exegesis of a passage, with an eye toward a 
creative project which might arise from the text. In addition to critical thinking, this curriculum 
emphasizes experiential knowledge through music; it values creativity and artistic expression as 
valuable ways of encountering God and engaging with Scripture. 

 
Learning Goals and Objectives 

 
• Students will have a repertoire of several different songs based on Scripture, and be able 

to articulate how these songs interpret the Scripture. 
• Students will be able to connect texts from the Bible to issues in their lives, the church, 

and the world. 
• Students will gain a working knowledge of several different genres of Scripture and how 

genre affects interpretation.  
• Students will gain interpretive tools for engaging with Scripture that will be transferable 

to other texts. 
 

Customizing this Curriculum 
 

Because of the time it takes to listen to multiple songs, the lessons are on the long side. 
At their shortest, they run 45-60 minutes, but they would benefit from added discussion time. 
Based on the needs of your group and the length of your gathering, either prioritize the most 
relevant discussion questions, or consider breaking each lesson up into two weeks. 
 

Because this series is largely based around listening to music, if you have students with 
hearing impairment in your group, consider the following ways to adjust the curriculum: 

• Make sure that lyrics to the song are always projected, or that you choose a video with 
subtitles. 

• When choosing discussion questions, focus more on the lyrics and the poetry than the 
musical interpretation. 

• Bring in a skilled ASL interpreter who can translate the emotion of the music well. 
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Overview of Lessons 
 

In the first lesson, “Hallelujah! The Praise Psalms,” students will listen to two different praise 
psalms – 100 & 150 – one in Hebrew by Israeli band Miqedem, and the other in English by 
contemporary worship artist Chris Tomlin. They will identify the main themes of each psalm, 
consider which parts of the psalm each artist chooses to emphasize and why, and consider how 
the sound of the music interprets the emotion of the text.  

 
In the second lesson, “How Long, O Lord? The Lament Psalms,” students will listen to two 

very different renderings of Psalm 13 – both contemporary worship songs, one by Nate Hale and 
the other by the Shiyr Poets. After working through the interpretation of Psalm 13, students will 
compare the lyrics of each song to the original psalm, consider how each song takes a different 
view of the lament psalm, and then discuss how it might be helpful to sing laments in worship. 

 
In the third lesson, “Out of Egypt: The Exodus Narrative,” students will listen to a few short 

movements from Handel’s oratorio Israel in Egypt. They will learn the importance of the Exodus 
story for Black liberation theology – that God is always on the side of the oppressed. Then they 
will listen to Louis Armstrong’s jazz rendition of the old spiritual “Go Down, Moses,” and 
discuss how the context of slavery interprets the Exodus. They will also share stories from 
Scripture that they connect with because of situations in their own lives. 

 
In the fourth lesson, “All About Love: 1 Corinthians 13,” students will hear an overview of 

the themes of 1 Corinthians by rapper Lecrae, and then a version of 1 Corinthians 13 in Greek by 
Polish movie soundtrack composer Zbigniew Preisner. They will learn the issues that Corinth 
struggled with, and discuss how we can love others even when we disagree with them. 

 
In the fifth lesson, “When Women Sing: Songs in the Bible,” students will listen to two 

different songs from the Bible: Miriam’s song in Exodus 15, and Mary’s song in Luke 1. They 
will discuss how each of these songs communicates the message of the text and highlights 
women’s voices, as well as the importance of women’s voices in our worship today. 

 
The sixth and final lesson, “Interpreting Scripture for Music,” is intended to help students 
synthesize what they have learned and practice interpreting Scripture with the tools they have 
gained over the course of the series. Students will begin by listening to contemporary Christian 
artist Mandisa’s interpretive take on the story of Esther as a way to discuss character perspective 
in Scripture. Then they will break up into groups to choose a Scripture text (they will have the 
option of one from each genre studied), and answer discussion questions about the text intended 
to help them interpret it and think about how they might shape it into a song, artwork, poem, or 
sermon. 

 
 


